
Frequently Asked Questions About GIV

Who is GIV for?
GIV is for any Vermont 9th-11th grader with a passion for or particular interest in the 
arts, engineering, world cultures and events, math, science, technology, or activism.  
Students who enjoy GIV tend to have a strong intellectual or artistic curiosity, possess 
academic skills equal to or above their grade level, and function well in a highly 
independent learning environment. Most Institutes select students based on their 
application answers and adult referrals, not their grades.  (Due to the demands of 
their curricula, Math and Asian Cultures Institutes may have additional academic 
requirements.)  Ability to pay is never a factor. 

What is GIV like? 
Although each Institute is unique, they share certain characteristics.  They’re all 
residential, so you get to live on a college campus with other students your age.  They 
all focus on hands-on-learning, so there’s some time spent in lectures but also lots of 
time to work on individual  or team projects that you choose. They all feature multi-
generational learning, which means that you’re making discoveries side-by-side with 
professional experts and peers. And they’re all community-oriented, which means 
everyone – faculty, staff and students – actively collaborates to create an experience 
that’s exhilarating and empowering and that sparks long-lasting friendships.

What does GIV cost? 
GIV is committed to being affordable for every student!  We use sliding scale tuition so 
that you pay only what is comfortable.  The remainder is covered by a Department of 
Education grant and many, many generous supporters who care about Vermont teens.   

How do  I apply?
Visit our website at www.giv.org to download an application, or get one from the GIV 
talent scout at your school (usually someone in the guidance department or principal’s 
office.)  There’s also a list of school contacts on our website at www.giv.org.  

How can I help my friends attend GIV?
You can do two things to help more people experience GIV.  First, donations are how GIV 
stays affordable for everyone.  Tax-deductible gifts can be made to GIV, 4049 Williston 
Road #4, South Burlington, VT  05403, or online at www.giv.org/donate. Second, tell your 
friends about GIV! TheGOVERNOR’S
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Governor’s Institutes of Vermont
Enriching, inspiring and empowering Vermont’s 
youth since 1982. 9000 alumni strong and counting!

Do you live in Vermont?   
Then you can afford a Governor’s Institute!  
Our mission includes being affordable for all Vermont students, and 
that means you!  So check out our 2012 rates online and if you need 
a scholarship, be sure to tell us.
 

“I encourage all Vermont students with a passion to try the Governor’s 
Institutes of Vermont. Through Governor’s Institutes, you can explore 
new subjects, make new friends, develop career connections, and get 
a good taste of college life – all while having loads of fun.  If you are 
a Vermont high school student and you like to learn, the Governor’s 
Institutes are designed for you!”      

Vermont Commissioner of Education Armando Vilaseca 

 

We are grateful to our sponsors and advertisers:

The National Science Foundation
The National Endowment on the Arts

Governor’s Institutes of Vermont (GIV)  
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Arts
Castleton State College
Castleton, VT

Sing, dance, sculpt, draw, write, act, 
compose! The Governor’s Institute on the 
Arts is devoted to creativity, collaboration 
with professional artists, and looking at 
the world in new and inspiring ways.  If 
you love drama, visual art, music, writing, 
or crafts, join us at GIV and become part 
of a passionate learning community of 
people just like you. 
June 23 – July 7

Asian Cultures
University of Vermont
Burlington, VT 

East meets west in this immersion 
week featuring all things Asian. You’ll 
experience Asian history, arts, food, 
social customs, languages, and cultures 
in an intensive academic program 
designed to prepare qualifying 
students to study in China the following 
summer. Focused primarily on Chinese 
and Japanese cultures, one week on 
campus kicks off a full-year of supported 
independent and group learning. 
June 23 – June 29

Summer

Information Technology
Champlain College
Burlington, VT

Gorge yourself on all things IT!  In the 
Governor’s Institute on Technology, you get 
access to the state-of-the-art equipment, 
hardware and software you’ve dreamed 
about and learn from professionals at the 
forefronts of their fields.  NEW FOR 2013 
– choose your focus area: game design, 
advanced web artistry, or coding and 
cybersecurity.  Learn all the emerging 
technologies and find out how your 
computer skills will change the world. 
June 22 – June 30

Engineering
University of Vermont
Burlington, VT

The technologies of tomorrow come alive 
at UVM/GIV’s Engineering Institute each 
summer.  Get up close and personal with 
renewable energy, robotics, aerospace 
engineering, electronics, structural 
engineering, and innovative design in a 
hands-on engineering lab with expert 
guidance.  You’ll visit professional experts 
on the job, explore cutting-edge ideas and 
technologies, and build bridges to your 
scholastic future and career. 
June 22 – June 29

Environmental Science 
and Technology
University of Vermont
Burlington, VT

 Investigate and help solve the mysteries 
of Vermont’s landscape in this weeklong 
“environmental CSI.” You’re the specialist 
collecting, analyzing and interpreting 
pollution data from local communities using 
professional-grade laboratory and field 
instrumentation. What’s in our air, water and 
soil and what are the impacts for public and 
environmental health? Working with peers 
and experts you’ll present your data and 
recommendations to the community. What 
solutions will you propose? 
June 23 – June 29 

Mathematical Sciences
University of Vermont
Burlington, VT 

Surround yourself with math-lovers like you 
at this weeklong festival of mathematics!  
Theoretical and real-world applications 
of math will have you dazzled as you 
enjoy advanced lectures by renowned 
mathematicians and scientists and use your 
hands and brain to take on world-class 
mathematical challenges. Explore careers 
for people talented in math.  
June 16 – June 21

Current Issues and 
Youth Activism
School for International Training
Brattleboro, VT

Get empowered and inspired in a twelve-
day leadership workshop focused on 
global issues and the power individuals 
have to create change. Bring your own 
passions and knowledge to share and 
join young people from around the 
world shaping solutions to vital social 
and environmental issues.  You’ll gain 
techniques, perspectives, and worldwide 
networks to magnify your impact.  
June 25 – July 6

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary  
Winter Weekend
Goddard College
Plainfield, VT

Get your intellectual exhilaration this 
winter with the Governor’s Institute’s 
Winter Weekend for all high school 
students. You’ll have fun dipping your 
toes into the exciting curriculum of GIV 
summer Institutes through short, intensive 
scholastic tracks in the focus area of your 
choice, like arts, engineering, or youth 
leadership. Meet young people with 
similar interests from all over Vermont! 
NEW FOR 2013:  Choose between two 
Winter Weekends – February 8-10th at 
Goddard College or February 15-17th at 
Marlboro College.  (See www.giv.org for 2014 dates.)

Winter


