TO: 

School Contacts

FROM:
Jean Olson, Executive Director

DATE:
January 20, 2007

RE:

Student Nominations for Governor’s Institutes

Because some of you are new and all of you are busy, I thought it might be helpful to highlight just a few things about the Governor’s Institute application process.  Thank you for all your work on this.

When are applications due to the Institutes?  April 1

What is the application fee?  The $25 application fee is an effort to help ensure that students are serious when they apply.

How should we select students?  Most schools set up a Selection Committee that considers student applications.  High motivation and evidenced ability are the primary criteria. Most schools give priority to 10th and 11th graders.

Can students attend more than one Institute?  A student may attend a second Institute, in a different year, but cannot attend the same one twice.

How many students can we nominate?  You can nominate as many as you wish.  You must submit names in prioritized order. Depending on Institute choices, some schools enroll as many as 10 – 14 students in a summer.

How many students will we be able to send?  We want students from every school in Vermont.  We will try to give each school five spaces – (2) Arts, (1) in Science & Technology or Engineering, and (1) in Current Issues or Asian Cultures, and (1) Information Technology.  We will also enroll 30 top math students in the Mathematical Sciences.

Your nominees can be told they were nominated, but they will have to wait to hear if they’ve been accepted as GIV must consider enrollment on a statewide basis.  If you nominate a student, we believe this student is qualified to attend, and we want to ensure geographic diversity. 

Should our students apply for first and second choices?  Absolutely, if they are interested in attending more than one.  Almost all 11th graders get their first choice.  Most 10th graders do also, but they might be asked to consider their second choice if their first is filled.  It just gives them more options.  Any 9th graders who consider applying should list first and second choices.  Historically, 9th graders have been advised to apply, if eager, but to recognize their “turn” may have to wait unless circumstances are such that space is available.

What if all our students want to go to the same Institute?  We recognize that each year is different.  The basic framework of trying to accept five students per school in different Institutes is a starting place to help ensure we enroll the diversity Vermont has to offer.  In reality, our enrollment process needs to be fluid to accommodate yearly fluctuations and to recognize that large schools are apt to nominate more students than small schools.

Might we be able to send more than five students?  Yes, particularly if you distribute your nominees among all seven programs.  Because of “critical mass” issues, we will probably not accept more than five students from any one school into the Arts, nor more than two into each of the smaller programs.

Does the school fee go toward student tuition?  No, these are separate fees.  The school is responsible for $150 per student up to four students, or $600 maximum. Students pay a separate tuition fee.

What if my students can’t afford to attend?  Encourage your students to apply to us for financial aid.  The form is attached to the application.  We will award up to $50,000 in scholarships this year.
More questions?  Feeling unsure about process?  Please call me at 802 229 4757 or giv@sover.net.  Let’s talk it through before student applications are due.  

Thank you to all of you for your work to support students to attend Governor’s Institutes!

